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Caped Pope makes hurried exit from city ravaged by typhoon

THE lesson was meant to be
about Napoleon, but a history
teacher in the Parisian suburb
of Vitry-sur-Seine decided
instead last week to hold a
discussion with her teenage
pupils about the terrorist
attacks in the city.
“Miss, if they shot him

with a Kalashnikov, why
didn’t his head explode?”
demanded one of the boys
after watching a video in
which one of the killers could
be seen finishing off a
wounded policeman on the
pavement with a bullet to the
head. “Why was there no
blood?”
For Marie, 30, the teacher,

the shock of three days of
terror in which 17 people
were killed was compounded
by the discovery that her 14-
year-old pupils, most of
north African origin, did not
believe the attack had
happened.
“They’re lively, intelligent

children,” she said last week.
“But most of them are
convinced it’s some sort of

conspiracy involving the
government, Israel or the
CIA. They have no faith in the
authorities, in the media. The
parents think the same way.
It’s sad, really.”
After demonstrations of

togetherness last weekend,
when up to 4m people
marched in support of secular
republican values, has come
ugly evidence of a deepening
social fracture as many
French citizens declined to
embrace the “Je suis Charlie”
slogan supporting the
victims.
From schools in the

banlieues, or suburbs, came
numerous reports of
classrooms refusing to join a
minute of silence to honour
the dead and even more
disturbing accounts of
teenagers openly voicing
support for the killers.
Seldom has France’s de

facto apartheid seemed as
evident as in the failure of
appeals for national unity to
penetrate the heavily
immigrant hinterland, where
a sense of social and
economic marginalisation is

routinely blamed for pushing
young people into extremism.
The killers had their

origins in similar crime-
plagued housing estates, and
some in Vitry-sur-Seine last
week said they worried about
being tarred by the same
brush. They are afraid of a
backlash against Muslims.
But there was no rush to

rally to the defence of the
republic. “We didn’t go to the
republican march,” said a girl
sitting in a fast-food
restaurant. “That was a thing
for the whites, not us.”Her
friends giggled. One piped
up: “We’re not Charlie here.”
As the government

announced tough security
measures and deployed
10,000 troops to guard
railway stations and airports,
dozens of people were
prosecuted for “defending
terrorism” in public or on
social media.
Among themwas

Dieudonné, the controversial
comedian known for his
anti-semitic jibes, who was
charged with “incitement of
terrorism” after declaring on

his Facebook page: “Je me
sens Charlie Coulibaly” (I feel
like Charlie Coulibaly) — a
reference to Amedy
Coulibaly, one of the Paris
killers.
Many other culprits were

children. A 14-year-old girl
was accused of threatening
ticket inspectors on a tram.
“We’re Kouachi’s sisters,”
she said in a reference to the
brothers Chérif and Said
Kouachi, the two other
attackers.“We’re going to get
out our Kalashnikovs.”
France, which has the

largest Muslim population
in Europe, is a crucial
testing ground for European
nations’ success in
integrating Islamic
immigrants and for what will
happen if they fail. The signs
last week were not good.
One teacher found his

pupils consulting an internet
website about weapons the
day after the Charlie Hebdo
attack and unplugged the
computer. Pupils are
reported to have made
comments such as: “You have
to shoot journalists to get

them to shut up” and “Hitler
would have killed them all”.
In some cases it was the

teachers who got carried
away. One in eastern France
showed pupils cartoons
depicting the prophet
Muhammad and, when a
Muslim pupil complained,
snapped: “Are you going to
get out your Kalashnikov?”
He was suspended for a
month.
Attention also focused on

prisons, seen as a breeding
ground for radical Islamists to
rival the disaffected

banlieues. Cries of “Allahu
akbar” echoed around the
Fresnes jail south of Paris
after the terrorist attacks and
during the minute of silence
to honour the victims, as the
inmates — all of whom have
televisions in their cells —
celebrated the attacks.
Prison guards tried to

silence them. “But when we
went into the cells, they’d put
up their hands and say, ‘It
wasn’t me, chief’,” said
Emmanuel Febvre, a guard.
Complaining of staff

shortages and overcrowding,
Febvre was sceptical about an
experiment to combat
radicalisation in which 22
hardcore Islamists have been
placed in adjoining cells away
from other inmates.
The government wants to

extend the scheme to other
prisons but “if they really
want to isolate Islamists they
should build another
facility”, he argued.
Frédéric Godet, another

guard, agreed: “What they’re
doing is a bit like putting a
plaster on a wooden leg.”
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GREEK police were reported
last night to have arrested the
alleged ringleader of a Belgian
Islamist network that was
broken up in a bloody
shoot-out inVerviers lastweek
as security was stepped up
across Europe.
Abdelhamid Abaaoud, 27,

from Brussels, was believed to
be among at least four people
seized in a raid in Athens. His
fingerprints, photographs and
DNAsamples have been sent to
Belgium.
Abaaoud attracted attention

at home last year with videos
on social media showing him
towing the bodies of several
executed Syrians behind a
pick-up truck while laughing
and shouting “Allahu akbar”.
He is also thought to have

lured his brother, Younes,who
turned 14 in December, to the
organisation. The boy, photo-
graphed holding a Kalash-
nikov, has been described as
Isis’s youngest foreign recruit.
Newsof theapparentbreak-

through came as Belgium
deployed up to 300 armed
troopsonthestreetsofBrussels
andAntwerp—home toa sub-
stantial Jewish community —
in a continent-wide alert over
an army of European “jihad-
ists” who have fought for the
Islamic State in Syria and are
now spreading terror at home.
Abaaoud’s father, a

Moroccanshopkeeper inBrus-
sels, was quoted by Belgian
media as saying his elder son
had died in fighting in Syria.
But Faroek Ozgunes, a Bel-

gian terror expert, said he
believedAbaaoudhadfakedhis
death for fear of being pursued
on possible war crimes
charges. He was thought to be
living in Greece.
The heightened European

alert and almost two dozen
arrests in Belgium, Germany
and France over the past two
days followed attacks in Paris
on the Charlie Hebdo satirical
magazine on January 7 and a
Jewish supermarket two days
later inwhich 17 people died.

Belgian police said they had
prevented a bloodbath with a
series of raids, including the
assault in Verviers, a well-
known hotbed of radical
Islamism. Intercepts of phone
conversationsaswell as intelli-
gence provided by America’s
FBI had suggested attacks in
Belgiumwere imminent.
Confusion surrounded the

identity of the two men killed
in the raid after police sources
denied earlier reports in the
Belgianmedia naming them as
Redouane Hagaoui, 22, and
Tarik Jadaoun, 24.
There appeared to be no

direct linkbetweentheBelgian
network and the gunmen
behind the slaughter inFrance.

However, it appeared that
the group had planned to time
the attacks, including the
beheading of an official and an
assault on government build-
ings, to coincide with the
appearance in Belgian shops of
the latest edition of Charlie
Hebdo, which has infuriated
Muslimsaroundtheworldwith
its cartoon depictions of the
prophet.
Themagazine’s latest cover,

showing a tearful Muhammad
saying “Je Suis Charlie”
prompted protest marches on
Friday from Pakistan to Niger,
where four people were killed.
In Germany, several people

werearrestedafter reports that
extremists were planning

attacks on railway stations in
Berlin andDresden, birthplace
of the Pegida “anti-Islamisa-
tion”movement.Aplotagainst
the Vaticanwas also exposed.
In France, where up to 4m

people took to the streets last
weekend in defiance of terror,
an “anti-Islamisation” march
scheduled for today was
declared illegal by the interior
ministry amid fears of a back-
lash against Muslims.
In Belgium, Eric van der

Sypt, a federal magistrate, said
the dismantled terror cell had
“wanted to kill police officers
on the streets and inpolice sta-
tions. They were planning
attacks all over Belgium.”
Authorities had captured

coremembersof thegroup,but
more suspects could still be at
large, he said, adding: “I
cannot confirm we arrested
everyone in this group.”
French police said they had

arrested 12 people suspected of
giving “logistical support” to
Saïd and Chérif Kouachi, the
Charlie Hebdo killers, and to
Amedy Coulibaly, a self-pro-
claimed “soldier of the cali-
phate” who shot dead a
policewomanon January8and
four hostages in a Jewish
supermarket the next day.
Saïd was buried in an

unmarked grave in Reims, the
cathedral city in which he had
lived, on Friday night. Only a
few family members — under

police guard — attended.
Chérif, his brother, is to be
buried in theParisiansuburbof
Gennevilliers.
Lastweek theYemen-based

al-QaedaintheArabianPenin-
sula took credit for the
brothers’ attacks. Two
Frenchmen with links to the
groupwere arrested in Yemen.
Some of the alleged accom-

plicesoftheFrenchkillerswere
said to have been identified by
DNA on pizza crusts found in a
flat used by Coulibaly. DNA
found on a pistol he used to
shoot his hostages was identi-
fied as that of a suspected
accomplice thought to have
shotajoggeratrandominorder
to try out the gun.

It emerged that Coulibaly
hadvisitedCrete,Malaysia and
the Dominican Republic, and
had driven his wife, Hayat
Boumeddiene, and four others
to Madrid from Paris late last
year before returning to Paris
alone to carry out his attacks.
Boumeddiene, France’s

CLASSROOMS
REFUSED TO JOIN
A MINUTE OF
SILENCE TO
HONOUR THE DEAD

We’re not Charlie here, say Muslim teens
Matthew Campbell
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WILDweather is pounding
the Philippines as Pope
Francis winds up his
triumphant Asian tourwith a
mass expected to draw
millions of people to the
capital, Manila, today.
The latest tropical storm,

Mekkhala, is due to hit the
city withwinds gusting up to
80mph after sweeping
northwest across the
archipelago from Tacloban,
the city ruined by Typhoon
Haiyan 14months agowhere
the Pope saidmass yesterday.
Worshippers inManila were

warned to prepare for the
worst, to wear rainproof
clothing and to bring their

own supplies of food. One
womanwas killedwhen
scaffolding collapsed in gale-
forcewinds along the Pope’s
route into Tacloban.
The Popewas forced to cut

short his visit to the
devastated city by four hours
after heavy rain and high
windsmade flying conditions
dangerous.
“I am so sorry,” he told the

crowds that had braved
downpours throughout the
morning. “You knowwhat the
problem is: the aeroplanes
can’t land here.”
Many in the crowdwept as

the badweather brought back
memories of TyphoonHaiyan,
which killed 6,300 people and
destroyed 1m homeswhen it
hit Taclobanwith 155mph

winds and a 20ft storm surge
on November 8, 2013.
The Pope, wearing a plastic

cape over his robes, told an
estimated 150,000 people at
an outdoormass near the city
that he had vowed to come to
them as soon as he saw images
of the disaster.
“Somany of you have lost

everything, I don’t know
what to say to you,” Francis

said. “All I can do is walk
with you all withmy silent
heart.”
He thenwent on tomeet

families of the victims and
local clergy before an
emergencymessage from his
pilots sent the papal entourage
hurrying back to the airport.
At anothermass he had

encouraged the crowd packed
into the cathedral in Palo,

another town devastated by
the typhoon, to sing a rousing
chorus of Happy Birthday to
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the
Vatican secretary of state who
turned 60 yesterday.
Shortly after the Pope’s

plane took off from Tacloban
airport, a second private jet
carrying Filipino cabinet
officials was hit by a gust of
wind, skidded off the runway
across a ditch and came to rest
in themud.
Four crewmembers were

treated forminor injuries after
emergency services helped off
all those on board. The Pope
returned toManila without
incident.
The Pope has delivered a

strikingmessage of doctrinal
orthodoxy to his flock in the
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Philippines, a nation of 100m
people that is the largest
majority Catholic country in
Asia.
On Friday he defended the

controversial decision by Pope
Paul VI to forbid artificial
contraception, calling it a
move to defend the family and
life.
“Paul VI was courageous, a

good pastor, and hewarned
his sheep about thewolves
that were approaching,” the
pontiff said.
The speech is likely to have

disappointed thosewho have
seen Francis as a liberal pope,
but it will have comforted
thosewho believe he does not
intend to change fundamental
church teachings.
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Pope Francis greets well-wishers in Tacloban, where a plane
carrying Filipino officials slid off the runway in high winds, left

Isis launches TV channel
Isis is adding to its propaganda efforts with an online TV
channel, including news and a weekly programme, Time to
Recruit. It will also feature shows — fronted by the British
hostage John Cantlie, who has appeared in several Isis
videos, including a bizarre travelogue released this month.

Matthew Campbell
PARIS

Abdulhamid Abaaoud, far right,
and, above, dragging bodies
behind a truck, recruited
his brother, right, to
jihad. Top, tight
security at a Jewish
school in Antwerp
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most wanted woman, flew
with Mehdi Belhoucine,
anothersuspectedaccomplice,
fromMadrid to Turkey on Jan-
uary 2. The two later crossed
into Syria. Police believe Bel-
houcine’s brother, Mohamed,
and the latter’s wife and child
wentwith them.
TheBelhoucinebrothershad

been employed as “leisure
centre” co-ordinators in the
townhallofAulnay-sous-Bois,
a Parisian suburb.
Other suspected accom-

plicesareabouttobeextradited
to France from Bulgaria. They
include Fritz-Joly Joachin, a
suspectedIsisrecruitofHaitian
originwhowas in contactwith
Coulibaly. Another man sus-
pected of involvement in a
jihadist recruitment pipeline
had been travellingwith them.
According to a western

intelligence source, up to 180
suspected Islamist extremists
from about 20 “sleeper cells”
could be involved in planning
attacks on European soil.
RobWainwright, theheadof

Europol, said it was hard for
officers to identify every plot
because they often involved
individualswhocouldbe“self-
radicalised” and not necessa-
rily under a “command-and-
control structure”.
Soldiers guarded Antwerp’s

synagogue yesterday amid
fears that the city’s Jewish
community could be targeted
after an attack on a Jewish
museuminBrussels lastyear in
which four people were killed.
Almost 50 extremists are on

trial in Antwerp for links to a
group accused of sending Bel-
gian fighters to Syria.

Additional reporting: Louise
Callaghan, JoeMayes and

Laurens Cerulus in Antwerp
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